
Thirty Pieces of Silver
The “Thirty Pieces of Silver” paid to Judas for his 

betrayal of Christ has always been designated as a 
tetradrachm (Phoenecian standard of 14.2 grams) 
or shekel, of the Phoenecian city of Tyre. Tyre was 
an independent city after 126 BC and prospered 
as an important seaport. The Jewish law required 
that the annual temple tax of ½ shekel for every 
male Jew be paid in the form of Tyrian silver, long 
known for its full weight and high fineness. The 
shekels of Tyre feature Melquarth, or the Tyrian 
version of Hercules, on the obverse and an eagle 
and the club of Hercules on the reverse. This 
design continues from 126 BC to the First Revolt 
of Judaea.

There are some interesting debates concerning 
this Tyrian silver. By 20 B.C. the output of silver 
tetradrachms of Antioch dominated the economy 
of the Roman East, and several distinguished 
scholars believe the Tyre mint was closed, and 
the production of “Tyrian shekels” was moved 
to Jerusalem about 18 B.C., and supervised by 
Herod and his successors, with the permission 
of Augustus, to fill the demand for these pure 
silver coins to pay the temple tax. The most telling 
ancient source is from the Jewish Talmud, in 
Tosephta Kethuboth 13,20: “Silver, whenever 
mentioned in the Pentateuch, is Tyrian silver. What 
is a Tyrian silver? It is a Jerusalemite.” Presumably 
the temple treasury held their bullion stockpiles 
in the form of the larger, full “Shekels of Tyre” 
and these were the “Thirty Pieces of Silver” paid 
to Judas.

38/37 BC Fine, corrosion...............................	 $397

24/23 BC VG/VF.............................................	 $587

12/11 BC net Fine..........................................	 $577

11/10 BC EF/VF..............................................	 $1177

10/9 BC mm 25 net Fine, corroded at profile.	 $447

No Credit Cards on bullion or $5s, $10s, $20s.  
Satisfaction guaranteed, 14 day return privilege. Checks, wires, Visa, MC, AX

MAIL ORDER POLICIES
1. All coins guaranteed as described ANA and common sense grading. Your satisfaction guaranteed!
2. Fourteen day return privilege except on bullion or approval service can be arranged with proper references.
3. Personal checks of unknown customers must clear. References may be required.  

VISA, MasterCard, Amer. Express and Wires accepted. Bullion items check or wire only.
4. Kentucky residents add 6% sales tax.
5. All coins sent insured or registered! Please add $5.00 for postage and handling.
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336-323 BC silver lifetime tetradrachm of 
Alexander the Great Obv: Hercules Rev: Zeus 
Macedonian mint EF slightly oval flan.........	 $597

323-315 BC silver tetradrachm in the name of 
Alexander the Great (died 323 BC) Obv: Hercules 
Rev: Zeus enthroned Babylon Mint NGC AU* Fine 
Style.............................................................	 $1477

310-270 BC electrum (gold 11 karat alloyed  
with silver) Obv: Tanit, Carthaginian goddess  
of agriculture Rev: standing horse EF gently 
cleaned.........................................................	 $2477

297-281 BC silver tetradrachm of Lysimachus, 
treasurer and successor of Alexander the Great in 
Thrace and Asia Minor Obv: diademed and horned 
head of the deified Alexander, as the Egyptian 
god Ammon. Rev: Athena enthroned. Magnesia 
mint EF fine style..........................................	 $1477

240-214 BC silver 16 litrae 13.13 grams of Queen 
Philistis, wife of Hieron II of Syracuse, a Greek 
colony on the island of Sicily Obv: her diademed 
and veiled bust, star behind Rev: slow chariot 
driven by Nike, star above, K before NGC Mint 
State old collection toning...........................	 $7700

37-41 AD bronze As of Caligula, of infamous 
debauchery of the Roman elite. Obv: his bare head 
Rev: Vesta enthroned, holding scepter and patera 
Raw EF+, mostly brown patina with some faint 
smoothing.....................................................	 $1977

71 AD silver denarius of Vespasian from the 
Ephesus mint, Obv: his laureate bust Rev: 
Concordia enthroned Raw razor sharp, ultra  
high relief strike on short, thick planchet Abt Unc 
toned.............................................................	 $297

161-169 AD brass 35 mm of Marcus Aurelius from 
the Roman colonial city of Ephesus in Asia Minor 
Obv: togate bust of Marcus Rev: Marcus and his 
co-emperor Lucius Verus on either side of cult 
statue of the many breasted goddess Artemis of 
Ephesus Fine+.............................................	 $377

162-163 AD dated brass sestertius of Rome Obv: 
bust of Marcus Aurelius, the Philosopher emperor 
Rev: Salus sacrificing VF/F..........................	 $197

1280-1292 silver penny of Scotland, in the name 
of Alexander III Obv: his crowned bust holding 
scepter Rev: long cross VF.........................	 $227

1560-61 silver shilling of Elizabeth I of England  
Obv: her frilly, crowned bust Rev: coat of arms Net 
Fine...............................................................	 $167

221-204 BC massive bronze of Ptolemy IV, Greek 
king of Egypt Obv: diademed and horned bust 
of Zeus, as the Egyptian god Ammon Rev: Eagle 
on thunderbolt, with cornucopiae on shoulder VF, 
very pleasing metal with some double striking on 
reverse..........................................................	 $287

115/114 BC silver tetradrachm from Athens Obv: 
helmeted Athena Rev: her owl on amphora, 
magistrate’s names and grapes in field, all in 
wreath NGC Ch VF......................................	 $977

113/112 BC silver tetradrachm from Athens Obv: 
helmeted Athena Rev: her pet owl on amphora, 
magistrate’s names and Ceres in chariot, drawn 
by 2 snakes, all in wreath NGC Ch XF.......	 $1277

81 BC moneyer A Postumius Albinus Obv: bust of 
Hispania, disheveled hair Rev: noble togate Roman 
between eagle standard and fasces. An ancestor 
of the moneyer conquered two large tribes of Spain 
as the Romans moved in. Carefully serrated at 
mint to show pure silver inside. EF+...........	 $277

19-18 BC silver cistophorus= 3 denarii of Augustus, 
probably from the Asia Minor mint of Pergamum 
Obv: his bare head Rev: temple inscribed COM ET 
AVGVST VF, corroded..................................	 $297

1634-35 silver 6 pence Tower mint (same  
fortress and prison where he was beheaded) of 
Charles I Obv: his royal bust Rev: coat of arms  
net VF...........................................................	 $147

1692 gold ducat from Utrecht in the Dutch 
Netherlands, while the Dutch held New 
Amsterdam (New York) EF.........................	 $447

1766 copper 2 kopecks of Catherine II of Russia 
Obv: St George slaying the dragon Rev: 
monogram VF...............................................	 $87

1771 silver Pillar dollar Lima mint EF, faint surface 
oxidation and gentle cleaning......................	 $297

1777/6 gold escudo=$2 early USA from Santa Fe de 
Bogota mint net VG.....................................	 $247

1784 silver 6 pfennig of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel 
NGC MS 64..................................................	 $97

1797 massive copper 2 pence “Cartwheel”  
of George III of England EF+ few light rim  
bumps...........................................................	 $197

1817-A silver taler from Prussia Obv: Fridrich 
Wilhelm in uniform Rev: eagle on pile of cannon, 
drums and flags NGC XF 45.......................	 $147

1842-1850 gold dollar struck by August Bechtler of 
Rutherfordton, NC 27 grains 21 carats plain edge 
choice original mint state, mellow orange toning 
over semi proof like fields............................	 $9700

1854-P gold dollar type II USA NGC AU 55..	 $647

1855-P gold $3 NGC XF damaged (small digs)
cleaned.........................................................	 $517

1872-S gold quarter eagle USA NGC AU 53..	 $677

1879-S gold $5 USA NGC MS 60 PQ..........	 $637

1883 Brown Back $5 New Bedford, Massachusetts 
VG+...............................................................	 $477

1897-S gold double eagle USA NGC MS 61  
PQ.................................................................	 $1847

1911-A silver 3 marks from Schaumburg Lippe, 
Germany on the death of Prince George NGC Unc, 
light hairlines.................................................	 $177

1913 Lincoln Cent NGC Proof 65 red brown.	 $947

1927-P gold quarter eagle NGC MS 63 Way PQ 
blast luster, mark free obverse...................	 $977

Cheap US gold
1986-W $5 Statue of Liberty NGC PRF69UC.	 $387
1987-W $5 Constitution PCGS PRF69DCAM.	 $387
1994-W $5 World Cup NGC MS 70..............	 $427
1999-W $5 G Washington NGC MS 69........	 $397
2001-W $5 Capitol NGC PRF69UC..............	 $387
2006-S $5 San Fran Mint NGC PRF69UC....	 $387
2006-S $5 San Fran Mint NGC MS69...........	 $397
2007-W $5 Jamestown NGC MS69..............	 $387
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Coins for sale in other  
Coin World ads  

every week and at  
www.jkerncoins.com
Email copies of previous ads are 

available. Many items still available.
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441 S. Ashland Ave., Lexington, Kentucky 40502 
To order, call 859-269-1614 between 9 AM & 5 Pm EST

(Visits by appointment)
Professional Numismatist • Bachelor of Arts in Numismatics

24-hour FAX only: (859) 266-7900  Email: jon@jkerncoins.com

JONATHAN K. KERN
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Jonathan K. Kern Co 
is always buying all 

ancients, foreign and 
US Coins, and gold 
and silver bullion!


